Tom Rushing, respondent's safety director, testified
as to his background and experience, including 20 years at
the mine in question.  He confirmed that he holds mine
foreman's papers and numerous MSHA training certificates.  He
identified photographic exhibits R-l through R-6 as the welding
machine box in question (Tr. 159-162).

With regard to Citation No. 2324823, Mr. Rushing identified
photographic exhibits R-7 through R-9 as the cable in question.
He stated that he observed no damage to the cable and saw
no one handle the cable.  He indicated that the cable is
normally handled at least two times during each daily shift,
and he stated that the location at which the cable was run
over was not a roadway or haulage way and was not intended
as a mobile equipment cross-over.  He also indicated that the
rock material which covered the cable was not intended to
protect the cable from being run over, but was intended to
protect it from rock materials falling on it when the dragline
boom swings around (Tr. 163-166; 172-173).

With regard to Citation No. 2324824, Mr. Rushing
confirmed that he was with the inspector at the time this
condition was observed, and he identified photographic
exhibits R-10 and R-ll as the cited water pump cable in
question.  He also confirmed that he observed the tire tracks,
but that he observed no one handle the cable.  He stated that
the location where the cable was observed was not intended
as a mobile equipment cross-over point, and he indicated that
the respondent does not make it a practice to run over cables,
and that anyone found doina so is subject to being disciplined
(Tr. 167-168).

Ted Hansen, testified that he is employed by the Anaconda
Wire and Cable Company as manager of mining marketing.  He
stated that he is a 1964 graduate of Marquette University,
with a degree in electrical engineering, and that he has
taken several post-graduate courses in management.  He
testified as to his prior experience as a process, development,
and research engineer with Anaconda,  He also indicated that
he headed the research laboratory which was engaged in
research concerning cable studies into compression cut
resistance.  He discussed several cable tests he conducted,
and he confirmed that he published six technical papers
concerning trailing cables, three of which dealt with the
reliability of cable shielding.  He also confirmed that he
holds five patents for cable design, and has written a book
on the subject.

Mr. Hansen stated that his company has supplied the
respondent with trailing cables for several years and that
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